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81, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. Tele Pores 


Colours: Purple, White an 


Committee . 
Miss Lena Ashwell ssi 
Miss Bertha Brewster 
Mr. Albert Dawson 
Mr. Gerald Gouid 
Mr. Charles Gray 
Mrs. Agnes H. Harben 
Mr. Henry W. Nevinson 
Mr. John Scurr (Hon. Treas. pro tem.) 
Miss Evelyn Sharp 
Mrs. Elaine Whelen 
Mrs. Gould (Hon. Secretary) 
Major J. Gillespie (Hon. ,Treasurer) 


Vice-Presidents 
Mrs. Maud Arncliffe Sennett. 
Mre. Hertha Ayrton, M.I.E.E. 
Mr. R. W. Chambers, D. Litt. 
Rev. Dr. Cobb. . - 


‘Mrs. Cobden Hirst. 


Hon, Aubrey Coleridge. 
Hon. Phillis Coleridge. 

Mr. William De Morgan. 

Rev. F. Lewis Donaldson, MAL 

Mr. 8t. John Ervine. 

Dr. Hugh Fenton. 

Dr, Garrett Anderson. 

Mr. W. L. George. 

Miss Beatrice Harraden. 

Canon J. 0. Hannay (“‘ George 
Hon, Mrs. Haverfield. . 

Mr. Laurence Housman. 

Mrs. James Ivory. 

Mr. Gilbert L. Jessop. 

Mrs, Jopling-Rowe. 

Sir Harry Johnston, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
Mr, and Mrs. George A 

Lady Muir Mackenzie. 7 

Rev. ‘J. M. Maillard, M.A. 

Rev. W. H. Marcon, M.A. 

Lady Olivier. 

Mrs. Pember Reeves. 

Miss Gertrude Peppercorn. 


Professor J. E. Robertson, M.A., 


H.H..the Ranee of Sarawak. . 

Bir Ronald Ross, KC.B., F.R.8., LL.D. 
Mrs, Julia Scurr. 

Dr. H. J. F. Simson; FRCS; M.R.O.P. 
Professor Caroline Spurgeon. 


‘Mre. D. A. Thomas. 


Major-General Sir Alfred Turner, K.C.B. 
Mr. and Mrs, Baillie Weaver. 

Mr. and*Mrs. A. J. Webbe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Webster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Israel Zangwill. 


THE CAMPAIGN 


Saturday, January 15; 7 p.m.—Social Evening:— 


Christian nstitute, Glasgow. Special -Guest: Miss. 
Sylvia Pankhurst. 
Tuesday, January 18; 8 ‘p.m.—Open Meeting. = 


U.S. Women's Club. Speaker: Mrs. M. E, Davies. 


Thursday, January 20; 8 p.m.—Entertainment 
(in. aid of Liverpool Women’s Suffrage Club).—Theo- 
sgphical Society's. s Rooms, 13, Colquitt Street, Liverpool. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 28; 7.30 P.M.—PUBLIC MEET- 
ING, KINGSLEY HALL, BRISTOL. SPEAKERS 
MRS. DESPARD, MR. ROBERT SMILLIE, MISS 
CATHERINE MARSHALL, AND MISS EVELYN 
SHARP.. CHAIR: MR. GEORGE LANSBURY. AD- 
MISSION FREE. 


Monday, January 3$1.— Members’ Meeting. — 
Borough all, Bolton, Address by Mr. Beanland. 


Wednesday, February 2; 8 pm — Public 
ueen’s Birmingham. Speaker : 


Elaine Whelen. 
Thursday, February 3; 8 p.m.—Discussion, on 
“ Woman’s Part in the Peace Settlement.” —Liverpool 


Women’s Suffrage Club, Theosophical Society’s Rooms, 
13, Colquitt Liverpool. 


U.S. CLUB CHILDREN Ss PARTY 

Our Children’s Party takes place to-morrow | 
(Saturday), and all our friends and members 
who ate fond of children and remember the 


pleasure they themselves used to take in a 


| Miss E. Bayliss .; ue 0 2 


Speaker : Mrs. Sydney | 


Christmas Bree, are hiked to help us to make 
the occasion a very: merry one. 

We begin with tea,.te which our) Club 3 mem- 
bers are.also invited, and after tea’ we shall 
have a Christmas Tree, with a present for every 
little guest. Miss Fox is kindly giving us 
toys, but we want subscriptions to pay for the 


| hall, as our Club rooms are too'small to hold 


all our friends, and for. the tea. 

‘We are sure that everyone who realises that 
most of the children have had rather a: dull 
Christmas this year, with father away from’ 
home, will be anxious to give them a particu- 
larly nice party, and will. subscribe as apt 


| ously as ean. Club 


v. S. WOMEN’S CLUB 

92, Borough Road, S.E. — | 

Secretary, Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 4172 
On Tuesday Mrs. Whelen came to speak at 
‘the Suffrage meeting, and on Thursday Miss 
Asher and Miss Murray Clarke gave us a con- 
cert. Te-morrow (Saturday) we are having our 
Christmas party. It is to be held in the same 


held it last year. We. shall be most grateful 
for contributions. 


We wish to thank, for thoes we have already 
received, Mrs. Jackson, 2d.; Mrs. Ayrton 


ls:; Mr. Pethick Lawrence 10s.; Mrs. 
Schutze, 5s,; Mrs, McCall, 10s.; Mrs.’ Hicks, 
2s, 6d.; Miss Jessy Wade, roa ;.Mrs. Laurence 


| Bredbury, £1. 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FUND 


£ 8, d. £8. ds 

Already Miss P. Smith .... 0 0 1 
acknowledged 3°11 

Mrs. | RR 0 0 2 £3 12 4 


"LIVERPOOL: AND DISTRICT U.S. 


Members’ - Meeting was held here _.on 
January 4 to receive draft Constitution from head- 
quarters and to frame-local by-laws for-confirma- 
tion at Annual Meéting in March. some. -mis- 
understanding seems -to exist, will ‘ex-V. F.W. 
Fellows please note that until they definitely enrol 
as United Suffragists they .do not appear on our 


Members’ List?» We.are working up a meeting 
for February 5. _ Volunteers are- needed for this. &. d. 
“KENSINGTON US. ledged «...:.:..1,959 11 8 Miss 
Hon. Sec., Miss [Postlethwaite, 47a, Earl's Court | ™ 0 3 
Road, W. Telephone: 926 Western | Mrs. Baillie teem. 
‘Thanks to Mrs. Akenhausen for her monthly Weaver. ‘2.0 0| Christmas Pud- 
subscr iption 2s..towards shop expenses. It is Miss A.C. Bell. 1 6 Mrs: 
Miss F, G. H. Masters) *.;... 0.0 3 
hoped that members will be as generous with their 0-10 o| Miss M. Meare. See eG 
subscriptions this. year as they were last. The sum) Lilian Professor Edith 
of 25s. has become due for each of the posters dis~ Dawson 0 2 6] - Morley ....... ¥ 10 0 
played by us in Kensington. Mrs. Cobden Hirst | J. G. and Robinson 8 
has generously renewed her subscription for the} W. Easton O 7 Miss H. Smalley 0 5 0 
one at the corner. of Church Street. It is greatly| extra on Vores.. _. |MissK. Walford 010 0 
to be regretted that Mrs. Lucy Henderson is} 
obliged to give up selling. papers. She has. .been (per £1,968 15.11 
a constant seller for years, and her loss.will be} Masters) 


greatly felt. 
BIRMINGHAM Us. | 


Organiser: Miss Elizabeth Jenkins, 
43, Suffolk Street 


‘Volunteers are wanted, to help work up the 
meetin ueen’s College on February 2, at which 
Mrs. Bag helen has kindly promised ‘to speak, 
Volunteers are also wanted for 


cially on Saturday and Thursday evenings. 


BOLTON U.S. | 
“Hon. Sec.: Miss S. W. Holden, 7, Hilden Street 
An enjoyable social evenin 


was held in the 


Hall en “December 18. 


hall in Borough Road as the one in which we|p 


Gould, 1s. 2d.; Miss Mears, 5s.; Miss Phillips, | 


Hon, See., Miss‘Isabel Buxton, 111, Queen's Road | 


sale 


| President.. Mr. 


Thanks are -due‘ 


Holborn 5880 


to Miss Donelly,, sO sty: 


second one is- being arranged in a-few weeks. A 
meeting of members and frie nds, 
by Mr. Beanland 


(Manchester) is to “ held in 
the Borough Hall 


on- January 31. Christian 


Chivalry by Mr. Beanland, are now 


. J. Almond,- £2. 
| CLASCOW us. 


Hon. Sec., Mrs. Kelsall, 29, Queensborough 
| Gardens 
A meeting of members, which might have been 


better attended, was held in the Christian Insti-. 
tute on Wednesday, January 5, when the terms — 
of the new U.S. Constitution were read and dis- - 


cussed. Dr, Chalmers. Smith was in the chair, and 


the first business of the meeting was to elect her - 


as President of ‘the Glasgow United Suffragists 
and to ask Mr. William Thomson to become Vice- 
Thomson, who was. present, 
clined the office on reasons of health, and no: 
other Vice-President being proposed, the ‘office was 
left open. 
visit to London, where he had’ seen Mrs. Arncliffe 
Sennet and discussed with het the very grave situa- 


tion with regard to the prospects of women’s en- . 


franchisement. Mr. Thomson then went to. the 
House of Commons to try and interview his mem-_ 


ber (Mr. Balfour); but after waiting for him a long © , 
j time he decided to write to him, which he accord. . 


ingly did, and received a very unsatisfactory reply. 
r. Chalmers Smith then gave an interesting ac- 
count of her recent interview with the Tramways 
Mr. D:; le,” end members were asked 
and. make. the which is to be held at 


the “Christin Instituté on 15, @ great suc- 


cess. -. Miss Sylvia Pankburst will be the. cies of 


the 


> 


“VOTES. FOR WOMEN” 
Mere. Paperseliers Wanted 
Papersellers report that last week’s issue-had . 
a brisk sale owing’ to .tlie “popularity of the 


poster— What_.We. Think About Conscrip- 
tion.” Will notamore:members come forward to 


do this very necessary piece of work? 
We greatly regretto have announce that. 


| Mrs. Lixty Henderson, owing to. various reasons 
| arising out of the.war; finds. herself unable to 
continue paperselling.- Mrs. Henderson wasone . 


of the very. first women to go out into the 


streets to sell “VorTEs FOR: Women; many years 3 
ago; .and-she has’ sold it regularly ever since. _ 


aa will be a real loss. -Who will take her place? 


‘Donations Received up to January 8, 1916 


WOMEN’S CLUB FUND _ 
Donations Received up to 8, 1916 


£ 8. d. 
Already eeee 313 16 4 
Miss Bullock 7,6 
Club Receipts (per Miss Cochrane) . 
Miss A. Edw 8 0 2 6 
Miss Hughes 2 2 0 
Professor Edith Morley servers 010 0 
19 0 9 


to be. addressed 


de- 


Mr. Thomson then spoke of his recent ~ 
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To the brave women who 
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‘Bir John Simon's Resignation... ~128 
iow of the Premier's Pledge... ... ° 124 
War Work for Women. By F. W... 125 
pe Wilson and Woman Saffrage .. 125 
Hospital Scandal: By T. O'Meara ..  .. . 126 
Comparison of Punishments .. os 127 


DEDICATION. 


. fee freedom: to the noble women who ali down 


_ full political freedom of universal 


- ‘@gainst us in this fight, we dedicate this paper. 


tion ean only 


the ages ne a the flag flying and looked for- 


- Women all over the world, of whatever race, or 
_-ereed, or calling, whether they be with us or 


OUTLOOK 
. By the appointment of Mr. Herbert Samuel 
to the Home Secretaryship; Mr. Asquith has 

added an Anti-Suffragist to his Cabinet. ‘This. 
_is a matter of. real regret at the present time, 
- Not only because the. question of Woman Suf- 
‘-frage stands a strong chance of being raised 


factory oe place in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of State a power over the conditions of 
women’s labour that should properly be vested 
. only in one who sympathises with the wider 


-gphere.- The executive of the United Suf- 
fragists, realising this, wrote a letter to the 
Prime Minister on the subject: last week, which 


We reproduce on this page. . 


Compulsion and Government by Consent — 

An. interesting letter appeared in - the 

- Manchester Guardian, last- Monday, over the 
signature “Colonial.” It was written by an 

_ Australian now on active service over here, and 
in it he makes almost the same point as we made 
in our leading article last. week—that_ conscrip- 
properly construed as “ govern- 
mént with consent” when it becomes law in a 
‘Parliament that really represents the people. 
He says in effect :— 

~ It is because’ Australia and New Zealand are 
_. true democracies . . .° that they have ac- 
- cepted a measure of conscription willingly. Have 
the people of Great Britain such freedom? I sub- 

_ mit. . that they have not—very far from 
it. There can be no true Caos A without the 

u 


7 dult suffrage— 
-ohe man one vote, and also one woman one vote. - 


_If-conscription seems to this free colonial ‘to 


/ 


- constitute an injustice to men who enjoy only 


a limited franchise, how much greater must be 
the injustice that is suffered by women. who 
Employment After the War 
_. What will probably be the greatest social 
problem ever. faced by this country—the re- 
instatement of labour after the war—is to 
form the subject of a conference at the Guild- 
hall on January 31. The meeting is announced 
_ a8 under the auspices of the National Patriotic 
Association and the London Chamber of Com- 
merce, and all trades and trades. associations 
are to be represented. As this is a matter of 
_ vital importance to women, whose whole in- 
dustrial position has been thrown into . the 
melting pot by the war, we look with consider- 
able anxiety for some assurance that women’s 
interests are to be guarded at the proposed con- 
- ference. Thé announcement that the meeting 
will be -“thoroughly representative of the 
~ Empire” does not reassure us as much as might 
be expected, for we know from long experience 
. that the Empire is taken as consisting entirely 
of males when anything is to be gained by being 
a member of it. Far more encouraging to 
women is the resolution to be moved at Bristol 
on January 25, by the Women’s Labour League, 
advocating. that every .wageearning woman 
displaced at the end of the war to make room 
for a man who has returned to his. ordinary 
work, or because war work has been brought te 
-an end; shall be employed. on useful work for 
the community at a reasonable-wage until she is 
: oe find employment in the ordinary labour 


day without seeing it: to all. 


| London of the Association of Teache 


ce over the forthcoming Government measure to} 
the Parliamentary register, .but also} 
. -~+ because the relations of the Home Office to the 


_ and more modern conception of woman’s| 


‘We: are glad to see that the Manchester 
Guardian emphatically denies that economies 
on education are economies at all. It. calls 


“| upon “some member of the House of Commons 


to procure. a complete return of all these. so- 
called economies in the United Kingdom and 
then to subjéct them to the criticism which they 
deserve.” It goes on to point out, as we have 
done on -more than oné occasion, that we should 
be “steadily building as well as we can against 


‘worse but better than those who have gone 
before them.” “Miss Margaret Ashton, who has 
just been penalised for her opinions by a re- 
actionary City Council at Manchester, made a 
very fine speech, last. Friday; at a meeting in 
rs of 
Domestic Subjects, on the real thnft that is 
being shown by working-class mothers to-day. 
These women, according to her experiences in 
Manchester, are really building against. the 
future by seeing that the better wages now being 
earned are being spent largely in providing 
clothes, boots and food for the children, while 
the savings banks are doing “a roaring busi- 
ness.” We hope that all those who talk of the 
‘extravagance’? of women who, for the first 
time in their lives, have money to spend on 
something other than bare necessaries, will 
make a note of this tribute paid to them by 
Councillor Ashton. 
An Important White -Paper 

~~ One of the most interesting’ White Papers 
issued since the outbreak of war is the report, 
which has just appeared, of the Committee on 
the Health of Munition Workers. The appoint- 
ment of a woman “ welfare supervisor,” in all 
Government and controlled factories where 
women are employed, is strongly recommended ; 
and no-one who has closely followed the details 
of the recent rush of women into war work can 
fail to recognise the importance of this recom- 
mendation. The improper behaviour on the 


and sanitary conditions, the breakdowns | or 
accidents following upon long hours and over- 
strain—all these sak: other matters of equal 
importance are-mentioned by the Committee as 
reasons for the appointment as soon as possible 
of women supervisors. In many cases, too, such 
an official would be able to act as mediator 
between the women and the employer, where 
recourse would otherwise be had to the Muni- 
tions Tribunals. In this connection; we cannot 
help regretting that, whatever «qualifications 
Mr, Seebohm Rowntree may possess for the 
Se some competent woman should not: rather 
ave been appointed by Mr. Lloyd George to 
assist Lord Murray in“problems arising out of 
women’s employment in munition factories. . 


The “ Irish Citizen” 


Everyone admires-a gallant fighter, and the 
fight put up by the Zrish Citizen since the out- 
break of war (and before), against all the forces 
of reaction represented by the Anti-Suffrage 
‘point of view, can truly be described as gallant. 
So we share the regrets of its courageous Editor, 
Mr. Sheehy Skeffington, and of Suffragists in 
Ireland generally, that our weekly contempo- 


rary will be forced in future to appear only. 


monthly. We know only too well from our own 
experience how difficult it is to keep ideas alive 
and ideals untarnished in this difficult time; 
and the stampede of so many supporters of our 
movement away from Suffrage immediately on 
the ‘declaration of war has made the task none 
-the easier for those who have stood firm and 
.kept the Suffrage Flag flying.- It is impossible, 
without increased financial support, as the 
Irish Citizen pointed out in its editorial last 
week, to maintain a weekly issue in the face 
of' rising prices for paper and printing, and if 
that increase of support is not forthcoming 
there is no alternative but to reduce the num- 
ber of issues. We-need hardly add that all our 
wishes for the re-appearance of this brave little 
Suffrage paper as a weekly organ, at the end 
-of the war, £0 out to our Irish colleagues in the 


|together, 


great movement we are proud to uphold 


the uncertain future, and educate the young not 


part of foremen, the unsatisfactory hygienic 


Items of Interest 


wage. 
many do, the employment of children on the 


Women have now become sw Oné would 
‘hardly have supposed, as Scotland Yard appears 
to think, that sweeping chimneys involves less 


France. Women seem to be occupied every- 
where in joining together what war has to 
asunder. 
Another discoverer of Woman! Mr. Jardine, 
-M.P., speaking of. the way women have saved 
Nottingham industrially by taking up other 
work when lace-niaking ceased, said recently : 
“IT have always been an Anti-Suffragist, ‘but 
the women have served their country so magnifi- 
cently that after-this I shall support giving them 
the vote.” 
Women chemists are daily becoming more in 
demand ; and ‘a new society of women gardeners 


try of medicinal herb culture, in order to meet 
‘the threatened shortage in the supply of drugs. 


such good work at Hammersmith that the 
Borough Council has increased their salaries by 
5s. a week. We-wish women’s work, when 


manner instead of being made merely the sub- 
ject of fulsome sentiment. 


_. The following letter was sent to the Prime 
United Suffragists :— | 


Dear Sir,—In view of- Sir John Simon’s 
resignation and the consequent for 
appointing a successor to him in the Home 
Office, I am instructed by: my Committee to 
bring to your notice the strong feeling existing 
among our members that the Secretary of State 
for Home Affairs should be a@ man who is not 


environment and a more extended sphere of 
activity in the State. These requirements, 
which were satisfied by the late Home Secre- 
tary, become even more insistent with regard 
to his successor; who.will have to deal with the 


the Factory Acts by the influx of women into 
new trades and occupations, and who will 
therefore require the discrimination and fair- 
ness of judgment as between-men and women 


think are most likely to be found in one who 
believes in the political and industrial equality 
of men and women. Bah 
Also, in view of the fact that the recent ‘Par- 
liament and Registration Act was introduced 


.can only be properly safeguarded in the’ forth- 


mentary Register by the presence of a Minister 
at the Home Office who can be trusted to put 
forward the claims of women and men in their 
just. proportions. An assurance from you that 
this point of view will be duly considered in the 
choice of Sir John Simon’s successor will do 
much to establish confidence in the rank and 
file of our membership at this time of peril and 
uncertainty. | 


of the war service of women must be our excuse 
for pressing upon you, at the present critical 
moment, the claims of that indispénsable, yet 
defenceless, section of the people who, for lack 
of political power, depend so much upon the 
personnel of Government departmehts for pro- 
tection in the conditions under which they 
labour.—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Barsara ‘Ayrton GouLp 
January 7, 1916. (Hon. Secretary). 


land, on the plea that adult labour cannot be 


“unpleasantness” for women than driving taxi- - 


Women are said to help in repairing the boots ~ 
of ‘our soldiers “at the back of the front” in ~ 


has been formed to revive the éld village indus- - 


Women: municipal clerks have--been doing. 


good, were always rewarded in ‘this practical , 


SIR JOHN SIMON’S RESIGNATION | 
Minister, last Friday, fromthe office of the 
To the Right Honourable H. H. Asquith, M.P.. 


opposed to the claims of women for a wider 


ever-increasing strain put upon the working of 


(when the interests of both conflict) that we 


by the Home Secretary, we féel that the interests" 
of women, for which we as a Society stand, ~ 


coming Bill to reform the existing Parlia-— 


Your many recent pronouncements in praise 


Speaking at Taunton on. the employment of — a 
women: in agriculture; Lord St, Audries. said 
farmers must make up their minds to pay a fair ~~ 
This is better than advocating,. ag so 
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VOTES FOR “WOMEN. 


is, 1916, 


rticles ‘and for inadetion 
a VOTES. FOR WOMEN should be sent to 
The HEditors,.-VOTES WOMEN, -27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C., at the earliest possible 
date, and in no ‘case later than first post 
M ondlay prior to the publication of 


the 
T  Rditors cannot hold themselves in any 
for the. return of unus 


way 
eavour 


though they will as 
; far as possible 


stamps for are enclosed. MSS. 
Be sf pos be typewritten. 
Subscriptions to the paper should be sent to 

The Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 

| he terms are, post free, 638. 6d. annual | 
‘subscription, 8s. 8d. for six months inside the 

Peggy Kingdom, 8s. 8d. (2dols. 25cents) and 

(idol. abroad, in 


TOMMY’S COOKER 


A Marvel of Simplicity and Utility. 
THE BEST NEW YEAR'S PRESENT FOR OUR SOLDIERS. 


STOVE ) 


Refills 


g No risks, The fuel is solidified, Wind will not blow out 
> the flame. Weight only 54 ounces. Obtainable Everywhere. 
TOMMY’S COOKER COMPANY, . 

Lonxpox, W. 


MATILDA AND MARCUS 
Novel: with life and 
the light of _ life in it.” 
MARY RICHARDSON 
x (THE WELL-KNOWN SUFFRAGETTE). 
PUBLISHED AT 6/-. 


q SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON & KENT. 


Now on sale at all Booksellers and obtainable at 
all Libraries. 


81, Carsurnton St., Great Portianp 


NOW READY. | 
Witt. 


FOR WOMEN” 


Contains the Full History 
_ of the Woman’s Movement 
during the First Year of War. | 


EVERY SUFFRAGIST SHOULD 
POSSESS IT 


Price 10/6 net. Post F ree 11/6. 


Published at the VOTES FOR WOMEN Offices, 
27, Chancery Lane, London, W. 


Help Yourself 


Help the Cause 


BY SHOPPING WITH | 


Our Advertisers 


to return them when requested |, 


4-7, | 


|that he should keep his pledges. 


jhis word he will keep his word—will keep it 


_| fulfilment of an undertaking that married men 


|Those who oppose the measure point out that 


{the cure of all earthly evils; but there is one 
‘|evil—to my mind a necessary evil—which I 


VOTES FOR 


27; ‘OHANCERY LANE, 


Telegraphic Address :—Unisuffra, Holb.,. 
Telephone :—Holborn 5880 


FRIDAY, JANUARY. 1s, 1916 


PREMIER'S 


(A Speech whieh Mr. Asquith, will Nor de- 
liver in the course of the debates on the Com- 
pulsion Bill.) 


Mr. Speaker, Sir,— 

I have noticed in the controversy—a_ very 
interesting and stimulating controversy—which 
has transpired—perhaps I should not be- ac- 
cused of using an unduly provocative expres- 
sion if I said that the controversy has raged— 
over the proposals of the Government for the 
compulsory enlistment of single men—I have 
noticed in that controversy (honourable mem- 
bers will correct me if I am wrong) an insist- 
ence upon one aspect, a serious and indeed a} 
vital aspect, of the whole matter under con- 
sideration. That aspect is this: that, whatever 
may be said—and a great deal has been said— 
upon one side of the controversy and upon the 
other side of the controversy, at any rate all 
members of this. House—yes, and_-all citizens 
of the Empire—(cheers)—are united in the 
conviction that, if there is one thing more than 
another which is required of a British Prime: 
Minister, alike by honour and expediency, it is 
(Loud and 
prolonged cheering.) This House expects of 
its leader, and justly expects, that if he pledges 


(if honourable members will pardon the novelty 
of the expression) in the spirit and the letter. 
This, I am glad to say, is. the expectation 
which has governed the debates on the measure 
now before the House. Those who support the 
measure point out that it was introduced in 


who attested under the Derby scheme should 
not be called up until the young unmarried 
men of the country—provided these latter had 
not already enlisted in such numbers as to 
leave over only a negligible minority—until 
the young unmarried men of the country ‘had 
been brought in by one means or another. 


the pledge stipulated for the examination ‘of 
the figures before legislation should be taken 
upon them: they point out that the number of 
eligible unattested single men was to have 
proved not negligible, to fulfil the requirements 
of the pledge: they point out that that num- 
ber has not proved to be either negligible or 
not negligible, because nobody knows what that 
number is. There are even those, Sir—let us 
give the devil his due—(laughter)—who sug- 
gest that the pledge ought never to have been 
given’ at all, and the members who hold this 
view propose, as I understand them, that I 
should resign the high office which I hold: an 
office in which I flatter myself that I still enjoy 
the confidence of my Sovereign—(cheers)—and 
of the people. Sir, resignation is said to be 


have never been able to consider with even an 


approach to the bare idea of resignation—and 
‘that ‘My tenure of the 


_| counter-cheers.) A pledge may be right or a 


| must preserve unstained that sacred tradition 


particular this arduous and onerous duty. 


(Laughter and But my point, 
| this. Whatever divergence of views mby exist, . 
‘land properly and bonourakly: exist, among 
honourable members as to the best means of - 
fulfilling the pledge which I have given, there 
is, at any rate, absolute unanimity of opinion - 
on one essential: it is agreed on all hands with | 
absolute unanimity that the word of a British | 
Prime Minister is inviolable. (Cheers - and 


| may be wrong; but; once it has been given, it. 
must be adhered to with every circumstance 
of rigidity and with every exactitude of scru-. 
pulosity. A Prime Minister who gives his_ 
word pledges more’ than himself: he pledges: 
the honour of the Empire: -He must keep his. 
word if he can, he must resign if he cannot; 

in either case and under all conditions, he 


of unsullied honour with which the very name 
of Briton is inseparably connected. Allow me, -- 
Sir, to remind the House of some past history _ 
bearing on this point. I will ask honourable ~ 
members to cast their minds back to the days. - : 
before the war. In those days there was, if 
my memory does not play me false, a move- © 
ment in favour of the enfranchisement of 
women. It fell to my lot from time to time 
to give pledges in connection with that move- ; 
ment. I say frankly that I take some pride - —— | 
in the recollection that I never ehirked in any . 


After the so-called Conciliation. Bill of 1911 = 
had obtained in this House a majority of 167, | 
I felt bound—I will go further, I will say I 

felt. called upon—to take notice of the fact t 
that this was a larger majority than had been — 
obtained. for any of my own Government’s 
measures. I met the situation, Sir, as I ven- 
ture to think all such situations should be.met- 
—with a pledge. I ‘promised that in the fol- 
lowing year facilities should be given for the 
Conciliation Bill to pass through all ite stages 
in this House: Sir, those facilities were never 
given. The occasion for them never arose. I . 
had given a promise, I had re-affirmed that 
promise with thé assurance that I would keep 
it in the smrit and the letter. If I may borrow ‘ : 
the picturesque phrase of my right 
friend the then Chancellor of the Exch 
I torpedoed the Conciliation Bill to w nich 
{ had promised facilities. Now, Sir, it is an 
inexpugnable principle of English public life . 
that one promise should be as soon as possible 
replaced by another. Having torpedoed the 
Conciliation Bill by the announcement of the 
Manhood: Suffrage Bill, I promised that this 
latter should be so drafted as to admit of a 
Woman Suffrage amendment. Some sections 
of the supporters eof Woman Suffrage s 

thatthe Bill would not be so drafted. My 
right honourable friend. the then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer replied that this was an im-. 
putation of deep dishonour which he declined 
even to discuss. ‘‘ No Government,’’ he-said, 

‘** could commit such an outrage on public” faith 
without forfeiting the respect of every honest 
man and woman in the land.’’ Sir, the Bill 
was not drafted so as to admit of a Woman 
Suffrage amendment. Did I take any steps to 
make up to those who had accepted my pledge 
for the disappointment they suffered in the 
breach of it? I did not.. Did I resign? I 
did not. I recall these facts to illustrate the 
central theory upon which the Parliament, the 
Press, and the public of this vast—I will go , 
further, I will say this might —Empire are so 
whole-heartedly at one. A Prime Minister’s 
word is his bond—except when it is given to 
women. Will any honourable member get up 
in this House and est that even now it is 
not too late to redeem the pledges of those few - 


years ago? No, Sir. And why? Because, 
| Sir, women have no votes. ud and pro- 
longed ‘cheering, during which the right went 


able resumed his neat) 
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. <The British manufacturer, whatever his par- 
__» ticular brand of politics, is the most conserva- 
- tive of creatures in the management of his busi- 
ness. A conservative attitude may have many 
advantages in peace time, but it certainly does 
‘not meet the demainds of a-great-war. It has 
hindered ‘the work of the country in many 
directions for months past, and it is largely re- 
sponsible for the serious delay in introducing 
women into commercial and industrial life to 
take the place of men called: to the’ colours. 

Certain operations and processes have for years 
been in the hands of men, others have been re- 
served for women, and it has taken months to 
convince the manufacturers that in many in- 
‘stances the demarcation is purely arbitrary. 

With some striking exceptions, employers have 
~steadfastly refused until recently to try the 
experiment of putting women on to men’s work. 

_ As long as niale labour in any form’ could be 
_ obtained, they used every device in their power 
to put off the evil day. They employed old 
men, and invalids, and men who had been ‘out 
of work for years, and when these failed, they 
worked their employees. overtime until there 
seemed a danger of an all-round collapse through 
overstrain. At this stage the most advanced 
made a virtue of necessity and took on women ; 

but the more conservative pleaded to be allowed 
to employ school-children, and, when they were 
told to try women, they said that the work was 
either too skilled or too heavy, or that they 
could not accommodate women in their fac- 
tories, or they gave some other equally convinc- 
ing reason. firs 
‘nine months of the war very little use was made. 
of women. A large register of women willing 
to do war work was compiled, but only a smail 
fraction of those who registered succeeded in 
finding places. <A well-educated girl applied for 
the post of ticket collector on a railway, and 
was told that influence was necessary to obtain 
such a post. Other women applied to be allowed 
to,replace men on. farms, and found that they 
could only secure employment, if they were 
- willing to do ordinary housework in addition 
to the outside farm work ; women with Univer- 
‘sity degrees asked to be allowed to replace men 
in the Civil Service, and were offered posts at 
25s. a week, rising to 30s. a week in exceptional 
cases. Many other similar examples could be 
given, As long as male labour in any form 
whatevér could be obtained, employers would 
not give way. It was only as, in one industry 
after another, the supply of male jabour utterly 
failed, that they finally capitulated. In the 
vital trades this happened comparatively s00N ; 


in the subsidiary and luxury trades cats re- 
cently. 


( Output Greater than Men's | 
In the metal trades, for example, women 
have been uséd freely on men’s work for many 
months past. Large numbers have been taken 
on in the National shell factories, which-‘hhave 
been established all over the country, arid at. 


‘duced in London. When it was suggested, sonie, 


.Consequently, for the first six or| 


and that the shortage of-male labour’ has’ been 


> 


In Industry Commerce 


wetness. Articles are continually appearing in 
the daily Press and in trade journals describing 


the extraordinary skill and energy shown by| 


these women. Far from their output being 
much less than fhat of the men, in many in- 
stances they: have, even in this short time, 


equalled and passed the male rate. The Par- 
liamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Muni- 
tions said in the House of Commons on Decem- 
ber 15 that his department had been deeply 
impressed with the amount as well as the cha- 
racter of the work which was being turned out 
by women in munition factories. 

Women are now being largely used to replace 
men in all types of commercial and clerical 
work. For example, they are being employed, 
in many places for the first time, as bank clerks, 
accountants, accountant’s clerks, in insurance 
offices, and in certain Government departments ; 
to replace men in grocer’s and provision shops, 
and in certain departments of draper’s shops ; 
as waiters in clubs and restaurants; and as sub- 
stitutes for boys and men in delivering milk, 
bread’, and all kinds of goods from retail shops. 


New Openings for Women 

The large railway companies are now using 
women as carriage cleaners, booking office 
clerks, ticket collectors, and light porters. The 
tramway companies in many provincial towns 
have used them as tram conductors for some 
months, and, in a few cases, are training picked 
women as drivers, Only quite recently, how- 
ever, have women tram conductors been intro- 


months ago, that the experiment might be tried, 
the Commissioner of Police demurred on the 
ground that the trams were often very over- 
crowded, and that in consequence women would 
not be able to collect fares and keep order. It 
appears to have been overlooked for several 
months that there are many routes on which 
the trams are never overcrowded, and that for 
many hours a day on even the busiest routes 
the cars might almost be described: as empty. 

In the textile trades women have taken over 
more and more the work they used to share with 
men, but as yet comparatively few have been 
put on to new work. For many months now 
there has been a real shortage of- piecers in the 
cotton trade, and it has been suggested that 
women might help with this work; but there 
has been a determined opposition to this on 
.moral grounds. It is said that the women 
would have to wear knickers, as skirts would 
catch in the machinery. 

In almost every trade a certain number of 
women are now engaged on men’s work, but 
with the exception of the: trades already men- 
tioned, and the clothing and chemical trades, 
the number is not very large. According to 
whab appears to be an inspired paragraph in 
the Statesman—some weeks ago—the total 
number of’ women replacing men in all indus- 
trial occupations was: less than a quarter ‘of a 
million, and it is probable that the total num- 
ber for all occupations—clerical, commercial, 
&e., as well as industrial—is now not more than 
half a million. This may seem a large number 
when looked at from one point of view; but when 
it is remembered that upwards of three million 
men have left civil occupations to join the army, 


a little more might have been 


done. in this direction. 


A series of conferences is being held at this — 


eleventh hour at the Home Office to consider’ - 


the conditions under which women shall be ad- 


who have joined the colours. But why was not 
all this done months ago? When women should 
be busily work. maintaining our commercial 
and financial position, conferences are being 
held to discuss the conditions under which they 
shall be admitted to the trades in question. And 
we have to thank the conservatism and pre- 
judices of the ‘British manulacturer for this 
state of affairs. 


F. W. 


REFORM OF THE REGISTER. | 
The following letter was sent last week to the 
Prime Minister, the Home Secretary, and the 
Leader of the Parliamentary Labour. Party by the 
Women Writers’ Suffrage League : — 


To. the Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquith, Prime Minister, 
House of Commons. 

Dear Sir,—On December 1, 1915, the Committee 
of the Women Writers’ Suffrage League sent a 
protest to you against the rumoured change of the 
present franchise qualification contained in the 
Parliament and Registration Bill. fs 

In answer to this, on December 2, we received a. — 
letter from you saying that ‘‘ the Bill in question 
will not provide for any change in the existing 
franchise.”’ 


We are therefore auceoeil to hear that this ques-.— 


tion is coming up shortly. On behalf of the 

Women Writers’ Suffrage League we beg you to 

consider the justice of including women in the Bill 

that your Government is promoting for diminish- — 

ing or abandoning the residential qualifications for 
male voters. 

While we sympathise with the claim that men 
serving the country should not by reason of their 
absence lose their right to exercise the franchise 
on their return, we must point out to you that _ 
the claim of women is far more urgent, inasmuch ~ 
as no length of residence or contributions to the 
tesources of the country in labour, wealth, or per- 
sonal service are now allowed to qualify any women 
for the rights of citizenship. 

(Signed) 
Fiorence Fenwick Miter (President). 
Mapeuine Greenwoop (Hon. Secretary). 
MarGaret Wynne Nevinson (Hon. 
J anuary 5, 


PRESIDENT WILSON AND ‘WOMAN 
SUFFRAGE 


On December 6, at the time of the opening of 
Congress, President Wilson and about a hundred 
members of Congress received a deputation of 300 
women who were members of the Congressional 
Union. They came to urge upon him the importance. 
of the Federal Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, whereby the sex bar in politics 
would be removed; and the President, although ‘3 
saying it was too late to include Woman Suffrage 
in his Presidential Message, showed some indication 
of a more friendly attitude towards a national 
amendment than he has hitherto admitted. . His 
actual words were as follows: — 

“ All I can say with regard to what you are urging 
at present is this: I hope I shall always have an 
open mind, and I shall certainly take the greatest 
pleasure in conferring in the most serious way with 
my colleagues at the other end of the city with 
regard to what is the right thing to do at this time 
concerning this great matter. I am always re- 
strained, as some of you will remember, by the con- 
sciousness that I must speak for others as well as 
for myself so long as.I ocoupy my presémt office, and 
therefore I do not like to speak for others until I 


given: as an excuse for all manner of shortcom- ‘consult others, and. see what. am in 


ings for many onthe ‘past, it. seems with. 


~ 


paying.” 


—_ 
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mitted to various occupations to replacé men . 
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‘ The Report on Hospital Accommodation wt 


_ charged cured,” but the best they can hope for 


accountable if anything goes wrong: Yet it is 


_ hands of the V.A.D.’s could carry on their good 
work as maternity homes, or small hostels for | 
delicate children or infirm elderly people, Bo 


‘ 
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England and- Wales, recently published by the 
Local Government’ Board, gives the total num- 
ber of beds available for the whole population 
as a trifle over four per. thousand, and this in- 
cludes all the Poor Law infirmaries. The 
Labour Year Book, making a similar calcula- 
tion, adds the comment that “ this-is one of the. 
worst scandals of the twentieth century,” which 
appears, under the circumstances, a mild’ com- 
ment. | 
What the Shortage Means 

For what it means is that thousands of people, 
in urgent need! of skilled medical or surgical 
treatment, can never obtain it, or can only ob- 
tain it after weary weeks on the waiting lists, 
during which time they are getting steadily 
worse, and their ultimate chances of recovery 
less ‘hopeful. It means, also,-that those who can 
be. admitted into hospital must be turned out 
to make room for still more necessitous cases, 
as soon as they can be moved without imminent 
risk of a fatal collapse on the doorstep. They 
figure in the annual hospital reports as “ dis- 


is a costly and tedious convalescence at home, 
and the overworked insuranee doctor will not 
bless his colleagues on the hospital staff for 
-handing over their job, half-done, for him to 
finish, especially as he will probably be held 


most unfair to blame the hospital staff for this 
state of affairs. The marvel is that they do so 
well, considering the appalling and quite un- 
necessary difficulties they have to contend with. 
Visiting surgeons at-all voluntary hospitals give 
their services free, and find their reward in the 
credit and satisfaction they receive when their 
cases turn out well. They strongly resent hav- 
ing half this reward filched from them because 
they must work under cramped, crowded, and 
hurried conditions. Nurses, too, often complain 
bitterly that their patients have no sooner 
turned the corner nicely than they have to go: 
back again to the slums or the mean streets, 
the noisy, unventilated bedroom, the unsuitable 
food, and the well-meaning_but ignorant care 
of relatives. The very sarge class of cases known 
as “minor operations” are especially: to be 
pitied. They have, as a rule, to suffer a great 
deal of subsequent pain and discomfort, and 
there is no accommodation for them in hospital 
at all. They come in to be “ done ” without 
even taking their clothes off, and are sent, home 
as soon as the immediate effécts of the chloro- 
form have passed away.. 


Intensified by the War . 
' And if the normal condition of things is “‘ one 
of the worst scandals of the twentieth century,” 
what is it this year, when the military and naval 
authorities have claimed a considerable propor- 
tion of the beds in every hospital, large.or small ? 
It is no disparagement to the excellent work 
done by the V.A.D. nursing ‘homes to say that 
they have neither the accommodation nor the 
training to deal with serious surgical cases; 
thess must be sent to the nearest - properly 
equipped hospital, and the civilian patients 
must suffer even more than usual. But what 
a capital thing it would be if, when the war is 
over, some of those places which have won such 
a deservedly high reputation in the capable 


ality, but now and then there is unmistakably 


T. O'Meara. 


many of the devoted clades nurses will be: 
extremely unwilling to leave their posts and 
return to the dull old social round once more-; 
and there is so much, so very much, for them 
to do, even in peace time. But this; of course, 
would not solve the whole hospital problem, 
which~is one of national size and national im-| 
portance. No’real reform can be looked for 
while the poor patients remain entirely depen- 


f 


tality gnd the death-rate amongst wealthy. 
philanthropists. The mendicant position of our 
hospitals to-day is a disgrace to everybody. con- 
cerned; for, though private charity may be a 
sweet and lovely thing, organised charity covers 
a multitude of sins. I wonder how many of my 
readers are acquainted with the Irishman’s story 
of the bad man who demanded admittance to 
Heaven on the ground that he had once given 
twopence to a blind man. “ An’ St, Pether, he 
looks him up, and he looks him down; an’ he 
pulls a bit of.a face; an’ he puts his ‘hand in 
his trousis pocket, and he takes out twopence, 
an’ ses he, ‘ Faith, if that’s all, take ym two- 
pence and go to hell ! ee 

No doubt the majority of donors to our hos- 
pital funds are perfectly sincere in their liber- 


one who may expect precisely ‘that sort of re- 


to the really generous and-charitable that there 

should be no means of distinguishing the two 

types. 
€: The Tyranny of the Patron 

Moreover, the actual task of collecting the 
annual sum-required for each institution absorbs 
a- scandalous amount of valuable time and 
energy, yet popular benevolence must be con- 
tinually tickled by some fresh and piquant 
appeal, or there will be a heavy drop in income, 
and possibly the compulsory closure of a ward | 
im consequence. No one can guess the perpetual 
exasperation of} the present system, both to 
the doctors and nurses, if they are at all keen 
on their work, and anxious to pursue it with- 
out frivolous handicaps and interruptions. That 
inquisitive interfering patron who must not be 
offended! That terrible enforced parsimony 
which must aim first at a balance-sheet which 
will please the eye of the patron aforemen- 
tioned, and which must therefore economise at 
any cost—at the cost ofgthe nurses’ food, at 
the cost of the nurses’ salaries; even at the cost 
of such obvious necessaries as bed-mackintoshes 
and towels. : 

I know all that can be said against national 
-and local administration. . It has this supreme 
advantage, none the less—it is constantly sub- 
jected to a vigorous fire of outspoken criticism. 
Anybody can attack it with impunity, and no- 
body ever hesitates to attack it.. It is very: 
bad indeed’ for any public ‘institution to be 
sacrosanct. It gives no liberty, for criticism is 
not stifled, it is only driven underground and 
rendered spiteful and unjust. It gives no 
security from petty tyranny. The Town Coun- 
cillor who might have a say in the management | 
of a municipal hospital, already has a say in 
the management of a ‘voluntary one, in his 
capacity ds governor or member of the com- 
mittee—a position in which he is practically un- 


assailable. It gives, of course, no security what- | 


ever against maladministration : ; it is much to 
the credit of hospital officials that maladminis- 
tration occurs so seldom. Above all, it does not 
give that feeling of security to the tients 
which they would enjoy if, whenever they f elt 


dent upon the fluctuations of public sentimen- | 


ception from St. Peter, And it is very unfair | 


could say, “ rl tell my. the voter 
about you!” The workhouse has got its bad 
reputation largely because’: the inmates: have 
been always drawn from a class which has no 


in “their own”. local hospital. 


Origin of the Volantary System - 
The only reason why the eare of sick 


voting power whatsoever, direct or indirech;. but — 
this would not be the case with hospital —— 


= 


persoms 


was not originally made a national char © was. 


orders. These orders were long since dispersed, 


and a supremely important question” remains 


its ancient association with certain religious | 


in an unsettled and ignoble state of suspension, - 


with all thé disadvantages of national control 


and none of the corresponding advantages. os 


-Most hospitals would: indignantly repudiate the - 


idea of working for profit, realising, quite 


rightly, that when profits come in at: the door — 


effitiency is apt to slip out of the window (as, * 


alas! it has-slipped: out of the window of many 
six guinea per week nursing homes) ; but, efter 
all, cadging for a profit is not much more 
honourable, 


ward those taxes on bachelors and State ) 
sions for matinée idols which haunt the fertile 
brain the “Anti.” 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE 
“Chivalry” 

-To the Editors of Vorzs ron Women, 
Dear Editors,—In reply to Mr. 


letter, published in your issue of to-day, I would 
assure him that I meant no disparagement of his. 


Assuredly when women have the 
| full power to tackle this problem, it will be‘one | 
of the first problems they will tackle. I think ~ 
they may even tackle it before they bring for- 


interesting pamphlet when I pointed outa few of 


the more controversial details in it. - We are fated 


to differ in our interpretation of Mr, Kipling’s 
ballad ; it is unfortunately. true that he has occa- 
sionally ‘‘ voiced the superiority of the Anglo- 


Saxon ”’ in a way which has taxed ‘the devotion - 
of his: warmest admirers ;- but that poem always 


seems to me a spirited and manly, if rather boy- 


ish, assertion of the profoundly true principle of - 
equality. between gentlemen fairly matched in sport — 


or war, and this‘ principle, according to Mr. Bean- 
land’s own estimate, lies at the root of all true 
chivalry. “When I spoke- of the Japanese Samurai, 
I confess I was only speaking by hearsay, as I have 
never been to Japan ; but I wonder if Mr. Beanland 
is at all familiar with the books of Mr. 


Yoshio. 


Markino, especially that very charming volume _ 


entitled, 


thirty years ago? That certainly does suggest 


‘‘ When I was a Child,’”’ which gives an. 
unforgettable picture of one Samurai household 


that the wife and mother was by no means a negli- 
gible person, and that even the geisha girls—sub-_. 
ject of so many vulgar Western .jokes—received . 


their meed of justice and decency from the Japan- 


ese gentleman who: let his little son run down to ~ 
play with them and recite to them, in the certainty 


that he would learn no harm from them, and that 
they would teach him none. -It is true that all 
these pleasant. people were quite untouched by 


‘Christianity ; ;_1t is only since Japan’s partial con- 


version that she. has become an industrial nation 


with the woman coal-heavers toiling at Nagasaki. | 

In any case, whilst entirely agreeing with ‘the 
greater part of Mr. Beanland’s pamphlet, I doubt 
if this is exactly the right moment to expatiate 


upon the superiority of Western (and Christian) 


ideals, as opposed. to those. of our gentle and philo- 


sophic brethren in the East. Suppose somebody - 
should: begin to quote ‘‘By their fruits shall ye. 


know them’’?—Yours, &c., 


Your Reviewer. 
J anuary 7, 1916. 
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COMPARISON ‘OF “PUNISHMENTS 


LIGHT SENTENCES 


Advertiser Decomber: 


~The Morning 
-g1) reports case of a middle-aged man, 


--@harged before Mr. Clarke Hall at 


Old Street Police Court with assault- 
ing girls at palace 
on a Su eve e magistrate 
oh the of these 

and said 
they ‘‘ must be put a 


.- Bentence: Fined £3 or a “month's 
| 


MBAVY: SENTENCES 
"heft of 


“The: Daily. News (J antary 5) re 

at the War- 
-wicksh uarter Sessions with ob- 
taining £1 by fraud from a minister. 
He represented himself as a wounded 
soldier home from the front (where 
he had never. been, having broken out 
of a military oF here while under 
treatment), and had similar 
frauds on other ministers 


Sentence: Eighteen months’ 
prisonment. 


im- 


to Children 
The Daily Mail (December 30) re- 


_ ports case of a carter charged at Nok. 


tingham§ with timg his chil- 
dren. It was sta that he beat his 
a piece of wire 

over her 
Three months imprison. 


Stealing a Pair of Boots — 
The Morning Advertiser (December 
24) reports case of a waitress charged 
at Lambeth Police Court before Mr. 
eg with te hae a pair of boots 


belon nging to her Reto and ‘some 
line to her meee sister. 
e was 


ce sergeant 
to be an “ case. 


pentane: Three months’ hard labour. 


Attempted Murder 

Thé Morning Advertiser (December 
reports case of a warehouseman 
‘indicted = before Judge Coleridge 
‘at. the Central Criminal Court for 


\ the, attethpted murder of hig wife by 
strangling, and of his lodger by a 


flicting ten wounds with a knife. 
defence was that he was jealous of the 
‘dodger, with whom his wife ‘had lived 


for.a time. The jury found. him | 


- guilty, with a strong recommendation 
to mercy. 

Sentence: Four months in the second 
division. 


tride. 


Receiving Stolen Goods 
The Morning Advertiser (December 
17) reports case of a man charged 


before Judge Atherley Jones at the 


-Central Criminal Court with receiv- 


ing a quantity of jewellery known to | 


have been stolen. He denied all 
knowledge of the robbery in question. 


Sentence : Three years’ penal servi- 


_ @UR COMPARISONS 


_ -Our table $f punishments this week | 
_ shows rather more forcibly than usual 
-~ the greater value attached in our 
“gourts to property than to human /[ 


life, even where the persons of little 
girls are involved. It astonishes us, 
to begin with, that a magistrate 
usually so sound. in his judgments ‘as 
_ Mr: Clarke Hall should have deemed 


St sufficient to inflict a paltry fine-of | 


~ £3, or in default a month’s imprison- 


. mInent, on a man convicted of assaults 


on. two little girls under cover of 
’ darkness in a pictute palace. -We 
“make all allowances for the meagre- 
ness of the Press report, from which 
it is impossible to gather the nature. 


of the assault, so that we do not know |. | 


i if the maximum ‘sentence to which 


considered the offence 
 perious. 


the offender rendered ‘himself liable |, 


was two years’ imprisonment or penal 
- ‘servitude for life. But the magis- 
trate’s own comment shows that he 


sf These assaults upon young 
- girls,” he is reported to have said, 
“must be put a stop to. I am afraid 


. they are far too common in picture 


palaces when the = is in compara- } 
tive darkness.” 


“Far too 

Then. why fail to point the moral | 
by an adequate sentence? Surely Mr. 
Clarke Hall is not so great an opti- 
mist as to suppose that a month’s im- 
prisénment with the option of a £3 
fixe—thirty pieces’ of silver for. tar- 
nishing the body and” eoul of 
little victim—would convined 
offender of the seriousness 
-erime 

Needless to say, we do not recom- 


- mend heavy sentences as such—like 


that’ of eighteen months’ imprison- 
ment for obtaining £1. by false pre- 
tences. But as long as punishments 
are given in these unjust proportions, 


. is it surprising that the more serious 


glass of offence should to be 


“far, too common”? 


“ 


be the last to criticise. any judge 


sufficiently | 


|, with an abominable disease. - 


‘showing leniency when a jury adds to 
the verdict of guilty a “strong recom- 
mendation to mercy,” on the grounds 
of extreme “provocation.” We 
| believe that justice would be done 
with far more certainty, in many 
cases, if a greater regard were shown 
for the human aspect of the question 
and for the extenuating circumstances 
that exist in nearly/every case of 
‘crime. But we protest most emphati- 
cally against the tendency of judges 
to pay heed to this recommendation 


gard to a man who is jealous over a 
‘woman, and not to heed it when it is 


o 


is jealous over a ‘man. 
Mercy—and ‘Penal Servitude 


Compare, for instance, the - third 
‘case in the left-hand column of the. 
above table of punishments with the 
‘case of Julia Decies, dealt. with in 
FoR WomMEN some two years 
ago. Julia Decies is still undergoing 
a sentence of seven years’ penal servi- 
tude for wounding a man who had de- 
serted’ her once, had just told her 
. brutally he was going to desert her | 
‘again, atid had further infected lier | 
It is not 
surprising that on this occasion the 
jury spoke of ‘‘ provocation,” and re- 
| commended her to mercy. Mr. Jus- 
tice Darling sentenced her to seven 
‘years’ pénal serviture. 

Yet, when a man who has so far 
become recoriciled ‘to his wife as to be. 
again living with her; who, moreover, 
according to the Press account, has 
actually invited: the other’ man again 
to become his lodger; and then, over- 
come. by jealousy, does his best to 
murder them both (very nearly suc- 
ceeding 
Judge. .Coleridge listens. to the plea 
of provocation, expresses his approval 
of it, and gives the man a sentence 
of four months in the second division! | 
For stealing £1, that man magne have | 
got eighteen months. 


Judge Coleridge does not, however, 


listen to: the 


of the jury when it is made with re}. 


made with regard to a woman who 


in the case of the man)— |} 


of the j jury. In < 1912, when the 
“jury recommended the . W.8.P.U. 


| purity of their motives, Judge Cole- 
ridge sentenced them. , promptly 9 
nine months’ imprisonment, and pro- 
voked a good deal of criticism in the 
ordinary Press for so doing. But then, 
| they had conspired to break windows, 
and windows are of more value inthis 
country than the lives of men and 
women | 


- 


WOMEN IN THE HONOURS’ 
List. 


The following resolution was unani- 


leaders to mercy ‘on account. of the:: 


mously passed at a meeting held. 


under the auspices of the Women’s 
Franchise Society, Hendon, on Ji anu- 
ary 7:— 

‘* This meeting “of women desires to 
thank His Majesty the King for con- 
ferring the Kaiser-I-Hind gold medal 
on four ladies, and on the decoration 
of the Royal Red Cross given to Miss 
Macdonald, of the Canadian Nursing 
Service, and hopes that in all future 
Honours’ Lists: the services rendered 
by women in every part of the Empire 
will be fully recognised. . 

“ (Signed) How Manryn, 
“ Chairman.” 


COMING EVENTS | 
Mdlle. Marie A. Czaplicka will de- 
liver a lantern lecture on ‘“ Poland, 
Past and Present,” at the Ashburton 


Club, 28, Red Lion Square, W.C., on- 


Monday, January 24, at 7 p.m. Chair: 
Mrs. Despard. Tickets, Is. and 6d., 
can be obtained from the Women’s 
Freedom League, 144, High Holborn. 


‘The Women’s Freedom League will 
hold a public meeting at the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on Wednesday, 
January 26, at 3.30 p.m. Speakers: 


Mrs. Despard and Miss. Nina Boyle. | 


Admission free. . 


The United Suffragists will hold a 


ae 


| public meeting i in the, Kingsley Hall, 
Bristol, on Friday, January ~28, at 


Robert Smillie, Miss Catherine Mar- 
shall, ahd Miss Evelyn Sharp. Chair: 
Mr. Georse Lansbury. Admission free. 


SELFRIDGE’S 
“*SERVICE’ | 
MARMALADE 


Distinctive Marmalade 
_ which will please the 
whole household. It is a 
most Delicious Breakfast 
Preserve, and extreme 
value at the price quoted. 
(Usually 1/24 per Jar.) 
THREE Jars of 3-lbs. 
for 3/ 53 | | 
SELFRIDGES 
PROVISION SECTIONS 
Goods Carriage Paid in British Isles. 


Telephone : Gerrard ONE, 
& Co., Lrp., Oxrorp Sr., W. 


ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
68, Upper Street, London, N. 
MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Dental Surgeon. 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Assist, Dental Surgeon 
Established 35 years. 
Gas Administered 
a Qualified Medical 
cases. Narre 


A record of successful 
in attendance. Mechanical work in all its 
. branches. 


The Best Artificial Teeth from Se. - 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. 
Telephone: North 3795. 


No Show-case at door. 


In spite of the shortage of taxicab 
drivers, and in spite of the increasing 
number of people who are not afraid 
to trust themselves to a woman driver, 
Scotland Yard. still obstinately refuses 
to license women. It is of no use to 
point out that the public want cabs, 
that the motor-cab companies want 
drivers, and that women want work 
-—the authorities at Scotland Yard 
will not listen. ‘The work is not 
“suitable” for women. All sorts of 
men hire cabs, andthe driver might 
possibly be subjected to “ unpleasant- 
ness” from a fare of undesirable cha- 
racter. - 

It'is not suggested that women can- 
not drive taxicabs. That argument 
has been torpedoed by the Minister 
of Munitions, who himself employs a 
woman to drive his car., Chivalry— 
the desire to protect women from 
themselves, against their will—is at 
the root of Scotland Yard’s determina- 
tion: 


not Objected tof. 

Phe authorities, however, have 
| Ro solution of -the difficulty to offer, 
and the managers of mator-cab com- 
panies have to: make the best of the 
situation, One enterprising com- } 


vieted of drunkehness and wine bad 
language to fares, | 


have: not heard what steps 


‘TAXICAB MUDDLE 


No Licences for Women 


“pany, according to the Daily Mal, | 


Windows versus Human Rives. i+ has decided to take back men. con- 


will be taken to Poe women -fares 
from possible “ unpleasantress” ftom 


‘drunken and abusive cab-drivers ;-nor 


whether we:may hope for some slight 
relaxation of the present Lighting 
Orders. One company alone has 1,600 
idle cabs, and if they are all to be 
driven by drunkards, the condition of 
the streets at night will be at least 
thrilling. A Zeppelin raid, will be safe 
in comparison ! 


Suggestions to the heme Office - 


Some of the objections to this pro- 
posal may be removed by prohibiting 
women from using taxicabs; but even 
then old and infirm men may be put 
to grave inconvenience by a powerful 
and quarrelsome driver who is not 
drunk etiough to be helpless. We can- 
not .help thinking that there are 
“other reserves of labour in the country 
yet untouched. There are a great 
many inmates of Deaf and Dumb 


Asylums who could surely be released . 


| for this necessary work? These strike: 
us as specially suitable for the pur- 
pose, as their infirmities would render 
them unconscious of the complaints 
of the fares, and incapable of using 
the bad language at present attri- 
buted to taxicab drivers. Of course, 
the situation would not be greatly im- 
proved as re stg the lereat but. what 
matter P 
have kept women out of one more 


would be vi 


7.30 p.m, Speakers : Mrs, Despard, Mr. 


at 11 and 8, by 
FEE 7s. 6d. 


Home. Office would 
lucrative e and 
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Single insertion, 24 words less, 19.645 1d. per 


To | 


‘tmoure insertion in our next issue, all ad- 
tertisements must be received not later than 
Fuesday morning. Address, the Advertise- 
ment Manager, Votes ror Women, £7, 
Ohancery Lane, W.C. | 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


LANTERN LECTURE on “‘ Poland, 
Past and Present,” Malle. Marie 
Czaplicka, the Aghburton Club, 

Red L ee Square, W.C.; Monday, 


January at 7 p.m. Chairman: Mrs. 
Daspard a 1s. and 6d., from the 
Women’s League offices, 144, 


High Holborn, W.C. 


WOMEN’S 

LEAGUE will hold a public meeting 

ery Wedmesday afternoon at Caxton 

Hall, Westminster, 3.30 p.m. Speakers, 

January 26: Mire. Despard and Miss 
Nina Boyle. Admission free. 


. BOARD RESIDENCE, Etc. 
ABSOLUTE Privacy, Quietude 


mperial Ho op a 
ladies wil will find cite Gaicty | 
bh bedroom, with h. and 
water fitted; breakfast, bath, 
ae, from 5s. 6d.; en n- 
ial terme for long 
4788 Gerrard. 


Bcc — TITCHFIELD | 
HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, | 
off Marme Parade. Good table, con- 


“TO BE LET OR SOLD. . 


LET, comifartably furnished, large 
bed-sitting room in -country rec 

, beautifully situated on 8.W. slope 

fog’s Back; 14 miles station; Suffra- 
feito and vegetarian would find con- 
menial 10s. weekly 
Write Richmond Putt ttenham, 
Guildford. 


W ELL-FURNISHED BEDROOMS, 
’ with or without attendance, in quiet 
residential part of Clapham;. 5s. to 12s. 
weekly and bathroom.—Beck, 34, 
Gauden , Clapham. 


ELECTROLYSIS, Etc. 


NTISEPTIC. ELECTROLYSIS | 


scientifical effectually per- 
formed It ia the only permanent cure 


for Supérfluous Hair. ghest medical | 


references. Special to those en- 
in teaching, clerical work, &c. 
Rouibaaion free. Miss Marion d- 
12a, London Street t. Norfolk Square, 
Telephone: 3307 Paddington. asi 


an 


RLECTROLYSIS, Face 
and - Electrical Hair Treatmen . 
terms to trained Nurses. Sk.i- 
ipetraetion given and certificates 
ted. High ly recommended by the 
Rfedical Profession: — Address Miss 
Theakston, 54, Déevonshite Street, W. 


LAUNDRY. 


work a 


ity. Daint 
27, Chancery of tion treated wi special 


nels-and gilks washed in 


W OMEN.—TWO thoroughly 
perienced chauffeurs require posts 
town, country, 


filled water. No-chemicals 


ex- loyed. . gollec- 
; ™m lveries.— ens, 

or abroad; | House Ac 

R.A.C. excellent references, Green 

—Write 95, Walton Street, Chelsea, 


THE NEXT PARLIAMENT MUST BE ELECTED 


BY WOMEN AS WELL AS MEN 


- 
MR, GEORGE LANSBURY. 


MRS, DESPARD 
MR. ROBERT SMILLIE 


(President of the Miners’ Federation) 


Miss. CATHERINE. MARSHALL 
‘MISS EVELYN SHARP» | 


ADMISSION. FREE 


(Further particulary of the Hon. Sec., United Sutteagiste, at, Chancery 
| ‘Lane, London, Ww. 


_EDUCATIONAL 


UNITED SUFFRAGISTS 


WILL HOLD A 


PUBLIC ‘MEETING 


KINGSLEY HALL, BRISTOL, 


ON 


FRIDAY, JAN. 28, at 7. 30 p.m. 


(At the cloge of the Labour Party Conference) 


To Demand the. Inclusion of Women when the” 
Government frames its Bill to reform - 
Parliamentary Register 


DA MOORE. — Lessons in Singi 
Voice 


Win 
Studio. —153, ‘Elm Park 


sit Letchworth.— 


LYONNE ALTON, IN, Coregr 
Scala of Milan, 4s 


The Studio 


comforts, 


Cost, by telia 


ODERN SCHOOL FOR. GIRLS, 


| wright, t, M.A.; staff includes 
Uni niversit graduates; pupils pre- | 

for ‘professiona] entrance exami- 
nations; bracing moorland air; home 


s 
17 


MARY. LAYTON, F.B.0.0. 


dancing Speakers. Private’ Lessons.in: Si inging- 
Terme. very Classes and Ladies’ Choir.— 
High | « Singin Chalet,” 2, ‘Fulham Park Road, | 


word for every additonal word (four insertions for : 
‘the price of three). 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


me a lady ‘as wor use- 

keeper; good cook: thoroughly. experi- A MODEL LAUNDRY. — Family 
enced ; excellent references.— y Box 

Vores FOR Women, 


MOTOR , 
The theory and practice, of motes 
ing | ficiently taught by 


-and 
arwickshire, a fall 


Warwick School of Motoring, 
259, Warwick Road, Kensington ; Western, 
946. Driving ie thoroughly taught on various 
-makes of cars by a competent staff of wssist- 
ants, and individual tuition is rah. yee to each 

upil. Before puitios, call inspect our 
echanicat Class Rooms, which are fully 
equipped, me practical training.. Highly, re- 
commended -by members of the Woman's 
"emergeney and late 


, Londo ket 
snables Hob bisieon, Brothers, of 
stead Rodd; Lo W., and 127, Fen- 
* ehuroh Street, -E. to ‘give ty 
prices-for Gold, Silver Hingin 
monds, Pearls, Emeralds, "Silver rer Plater 
ués,’ “Old Teeth, in 
om, or “Licensed aluers 
appraisers. orth. 
| parcels, offer or cash return turn of 


Aum 


| BOOK about HERBS, 


THEM, 

‘Established | 

BUSINESS, Ete. 


[PCORAtIONS, Re 
pairs in taste, at 
cilled friezes a speci 
tends from the cheapest to the highest : 
class of work. Quotations and a 
at any distance.—Horace 


)s 8 
Jobn’e Wood. Tel, 852 


| DELICIOUS SALUTARIS 

GHR ALE. Absolutely safe; 

made from; distilled water.. Ask your . 

ham. London, -§.W.-({niention- 


 ANDKERCHIEFS ‘FROM. IRE-: 
LAND! Ladies ie Irish 
linen hemstitch dies’ Handker- 
chiefs. Bundle of six for le. 6d.; 
age24d. extra. Bundle of twelve. 26 id.; 
67, Larne, Ireland. 


WOMEN PRINTERS. 
Printing of ‘all descriptions under 
taken at the Bost work ‘nd 47a 
‘Court Road; W 
rate prices," 
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